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Welcome back to the End Times Berean Watchman Report and
the final installment of the series on prophecies that have

modernly been fulfilled in Israel.

We are now in the final countdown for the release of my new
book, WITNESSING THE END. The book will be released for
print orders on May 14th, 2022. It’s an auspicious day because it

will be both the 74th anniversary of the declaration of the State of
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Israel (by Western calendars, it was the 5th of Iyar which was
actually yesterday, May 5th on Hebrew calendars) and it will be
the Second Pesach, or second chance for the celebration of the
Passover, for those that missed the Nisan 14 date on April 15th
(according to Numbers 9:6-12). [We'll have to wait and see if

anything happens...]

Here’s my book trailer again, if anyone missed it, and I'd be

happy to hear any thoughts good or bad about it.
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Are We Witnessing the End? - Get the evidence that the Seven Year Tribulation has
begun...
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Fulfilled Prophecies Regarding Israel - Part 7

THE LESSON OF THE FIG TREE

Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs
get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer
is near. Even so, when you see all these things, you know
that it is near, right at the door. Truly I tell you, this
generation will certainly not pass away until all these

things have happened. — Matthew 24:32-34 NIV

God has given us many specific signs in his Word that precede
his second coming. The lesson of the fig tree is one of the more
cryptic ones, though. A large part of the imagery simply provides
an analogy for recognizing the signs of something emerging. Just
as one should see that the budding of a fig tree means that fruit
will be coming soon, when we see the signs that Jesus foretold,
we should expect that his return is close at hand. In this picture

of a budding fig tree, you can see that just as the leaves are

emerging, the fruit has already begun to form on the branches.




JLPC. “Common fig tree, new leaves and fruit.” Wikimedia, cc by-sa 3.0.

There is also the promise that the generation that sees the signs
in Matthew 24 will not pass away (all die) before these things
take place. But there is another possible meaning hidden in
Jesus’ parable. The budding of the fig tree’s branches can be

taken as a metaphor for the return of Israel as a nation in 1948.

Whv wonld we suisnect that? .Jeremiah 24 incliides a nronhecv



TTYSJ T T TS T T TR T YT OTSSTTTT Y TS TSSsSSTRSs U,y ST vesTTYTTYITY T T rTTT TV

that compares Israel to two baskets of figs, one good and one
bad. God said to Jeremiah regarding the good figs that he “will
plant them and not uproot them.” I count a total of 25 references
that associate fig trees with the land of Israel in the Old
Testament, like Zechariah 3:10, which says, “‘In that day each of
you will invite your neighbor to sit under your vine and fig tree,’
declares the Lord Almighty.” There is also the image of a twig
budding that recalls Aaron’s staff in Numbers 17. Lastly, there is
a similar image in Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot will come up from the
stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.” While

this is clearly about Jesus, it also evokes an image of the future

return of Israel.

So, if we understand that Jesus’s statement “this generation will
not pass away until all these things have happened” applies to the
generation that saw the return of Israel as a nation, then it begs
the question, “How long is a generation?” David tells us in the
Psalms that the span of a person’s life is between seventy to
eighty years. If we use that as an indication of the length of time
for one generation, then we could infer that the Lord’s return

must come somewhere between 2018 and 2028.

One last comment. I don’t want to make too much of this, but



notice at the end of Psalm 90:10 that it mentions days of trouble
and sorrow, after which “we fly away.” I can’t prove that’s a
reference to the gathering up of the saints, but it sounds like an

allusion to it to me...
BALAAM’S ERROR AND REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY

The account of Balaam is given in Numbers 22-24 and

31. Balaam was a Gentile who worshiped God; but he was enticed
by Israel’s neighbors to curse them and to put stumbling blocks
in their way. The story is easy to overlook as just an odd event
that happened in the days of Moses. Balaam is mentioned several
more times, in Deuteronomy 23:4-5, Joshua 13:22 and 24:9-10,
Nehemiah 13:2 and Micah 6:5, but these other Old Testament
references are in the context of remembering the things that the
Lord had done for Israel. It is not until the New Testament that
we see a grave warning about following Balaam. In fact, Peter,
Jude, and John all mention Balaam in connection with the end
times and Christian believers that have fallen away. Let’s look

closely at some of them.



In two of these verses, money is mentioned along with Balaam,
and the other verse mentions sexual immorality. The

typical understanding of the reference to Balaam, therefore, is
that he is a symbol of Christians who go after ill-gotten gain, such
as found in 1 Timothy 6:5-10, or of those who entice others to sin,
such as found in 2 Peter 2:18. But there is another option that I
don’t think has received much consideration, and your Bible
commentary probably won’t be of much assistance, either. Why?
Because most people, including the commentators, overlook the
primary classification of who Balaam was. He was a gentile “holy
man” who was asked by Israel’s enemies to help them curse the
Israelites. Said another way, he was a gentile believer who helped
the surrounding pagan nations (now comprised of Islamic Arab

countries) to fight against Israel.

Accordingly, applied more broadly and assuming we really are
now in the last days, I believe that the full meaning of these
verses is not just talking about Christians who have a love of
money, but more pointedly, they are talking about Christians
who are embracing Replacement Theology and opposing Israel
by supporting the Palestinian cause, Boycott Divest and Sanction

(BDS), and other anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist movements.



Replacement Theology is the idea that the Church has not just
been grafted into the promises of Israel, as taught by Paul

in Romans chapters 9-11, but it has instead completely replaced
the nation of Israel as the inheritor of God’s promises. To borrow
from an Old Testament example, to affirm Replacement
Theology is like believing that Israel has become Esau and that
the Church, like Jacob, has stolen Israel’s birthright, with God’s
blessing. But Paul is very clear that the heart of Israel will only be
hardened “until the full number of the Gentiles has come in”

(Romans 11:25).

Also, if you haven’t heard of the BDS movement, it is a
Palestinian-led organization that seeks to delegitimize the state
of Israel and hurt them economically. Their justification is based
on a revisionist version of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. As

an example, many Palestinians deny that the Holocaust ever
happened. They also deliberately forget that it was Jordan,
Lebanon, Syria, and Egypt that invaded Israel on multiple
occasions to wipe them out, not the other way around. If you
don’t know the true history of the conflict, then their claims may
sound reasonable and just. But when you know the truth, their
accusations amount to a thief calling the police on a homeowner
for defending their family and property against themself! When
well-meaning Christians support these movements, they are
supporting and believing in lies—the kinds of lies that are also
told, for example, by the Iranian regime against America. In fact,

the Iranians are big supporters of Hamas and Hezbollah, the



terrorist allies of the Palestinian governments in Gaza and the

West Bank.

However, it is important to say that not everyone who

embraces replacement theology is anti-Semitic; but you will
rarely find someone who does and yet also wants to bless Israel
and pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Furthermore, I should also
mention that I have visited and enjoyed the hospitality of quite a
few Palestinian Arabs in Judea and Samaria (now often called
the West Bank). I met many that seemed kind, honorable,

and deserving of a chance to have a better life than the

current contentious situation allows. Under the right conditions,
perhaps many Palestinians would make wonderful Israeli
citizens. Nonetheless, that cannot be said of their current
leadership, nor of a significant percentage of the population,
whose hatred for Israel is palpable and dangerous. The world
needs to stop trying to blame Israel for the current state of this
conflict. The truth is that most of the responsibility for the
present situation lies with the rabid leadership that has governed
the Palestinians for over five decades, and the countries that have

encouraged them.

Here is the warning, though. In Revelation 2:14, God

says, “Nevertheless, I have a few things against you.” One of the
major things God is holding against them is that they were acting
like Balaam. In other words, he is calling out Christians who are
against Israel and are siding with her enemy neighbors, just like

Balaam did. And he is saying to “whoever has ears to hear what



the Spirit says to the churches” that they better stop it. I hope
that Christians who are following Balaam’s error will repent and
turn back to a sound understanding of God’s Word and will begin
to love and support the Jewish people. Not because I say so, but

because of “him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.”



Nevertheless, to avoid being unbalanced, I will also point out that
Jesus commends many of them for remaining true to his name.
Consequently, this means that we need to be patient and loving
with those that don’t yet understand the significance of God’s
plan for the Jewish people because they’ve been deceived

by replacement theology. Pray for them. Love them. Warn them.
“Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will

fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”

THE GREATEST SIGN OF OUR AGE

Clearly, the promises of God to Israel are still in force and will be
carried out, just as God has declared. Even though the Jewish
people who do not currently accept Christ as the Messiah are
enemies “as far as the gospel is concerned,” they are “loved on
account of the patriarchs” (Romans 11:28). The end is

near. Exactly how much time remains before Christ’s return no
one can know for sure; but we should recognize that, with
current events in Israel matching so closely with what God told

us in his Word to expect, his return must be close at hand.

The return of Israel as a nation is the single greatest sign of our
age. It is just as significant as the sign to the nations of the

deliverance of the Israelites from the Egyptians and their passage



through the Red Sea. Jeremiah prophesied that in the last days
the sign of Israel becoming a nation, which we see before us now,
would become more important to people than talking

about Israel’s deliverance from Egypt through Moses. Many
today are now eagerly expecting the return of the Lord for the
exactly the reason that Israel is once again a nation on the earth.
So, we can confidently say that this prophecy, too, has come to

pass.

Amazingly, not all Israeli’s recognize the miraculous fulfillment
of Bible prophecy in the return of Israel as a nation, but
thankfully, Israel’s president does. May he also come to recognize
the fulfillment of prophecy in the birth, life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the lamb of God who takes away the

sin the of the world.
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fulfillment of Ezekiel 37 — good for
him — most Evangelicals believe this,
but few Israelis talk about it | All Israel
News

Netanyahu has also spoken about Ezekiel’s prophecies coming to pass —
may their tribe increase

www.allisrael.com -« Share

In the News...

In Israel things remain volatile and unpredictable. The Bennet
led government no longer maintains a 61 seat majority and could
therefore topple at any time. Terror attacks continue, and
pressure to normalize the Temple Mount and allow full Jewish
access still remains, and Jewish immigration to Israel is at a 12-

month high.

Sources close to PM estimate:
Government will last another month |
Israel National News - Arutz Sheva

Haaretz analyst: ‘PM Bennett, Interior Min.
Shaked, can lead processes that won’t give

United Arab List a choice.’

www.israelnationalnews.com « Share

Terror after Independence Day: Three
murdered in terror attack in Elad |
Israel National News - Arutz Sheva
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2 terrorists go on stabbing spree with an axe and

a knife in haredi city of Elad.

Riots erupt as Jewish visitors once
again allowed to visit Temple Mount |
All Israel News

Hamas leader previously warned that Israel will

be “playing with fire and dragging the region
into an escalation" if Temple Mount opens to

Jewish visitors

As Israel kicks off its 74th
Independence Day celebration,
immigration to the Jewish state sets
record high over the last 12 months |
All Israel News

Israel’s population registers at 9.5 million

And the threat of the expansion of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine into a full conflict that will lead to World War 111, is still

a very real possibility.

Putin may soon officially declare war
on Ukraine, US and Western officials o _a
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say - CNN

Russian President Vladimir Putin could formally

declare war on Ukraine as soon as May 9, a move
that would enable the full mobilization of
Russia’s reserve forces as invasion efforts continue to falter, US and

Western officials believe.

www.cnhn.com - Share

And in case you missed this one... the northern part of Rome has
recently been having a string of attacks by wild boars, which
makes me think of the attacks that are prophesied from “wild
beasts of the earth,” during the fourth seal and the rider on the
pale horse of Revelation. We aren’t fully there yet, of course, but

it’s something to be watching out for.

Rome residents impose curfew after
spate of wild boar attacks | Italy | The
Guardian

Nightly restriction in north comes as woman

says boar ‘was on top of my head’ during
encounter on Sunday

www.theguardian.com - Share
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Until Next Week...

May the Lord bless you and keep, may the Lord make his face
shine upon you, may he be gracious to you, and give you peace in
the face of all that is before us, for our redemption is drawing

ever nearer. Maranatha!
Yours in Christ,

Christian
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